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� Livestock pens, driveways and ramps Livestock pens, driveways and ramps Livestock pens, driveways and ramps Livestock pens, driveways and ramps 
shall be maintained in good repair.shall be maintained in good repair.shall be maintained in good repair.shall be maintained in good repair.
◦ Free from sharp or protruding objectsFree from sharp or protruding objectsFree from sharp or protruding objectsFree from sharp or protruding objects

◦ Floors of livestock pens, ramps, and Floors of livestock pens, ramps, and Floors of livestock pens, ramps, and Floors of livestock pens, ramps, and 
driveways shall provide good footing for driveways shall provide good footing for driveways shall provide good footing for driveways shall provide good footing for 
livestocklivestocklivestocklivestock

◦ Suspects shall be provided with a covered Suspects shall be provided with a covered Suspects shall be provided with a covered Suspects shall be provided with a covered 
pen pen pen pen 
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313.1 Livestock pens, driveways and ramps.

Livestock pens, driveways and ramps shall be maintained in good repair. They shall be 

free from sharp or protruding objects which may, in the opinion of the inspector, cause 

injury or pain to the animals. Loose boards, splintered or broken planking, and 

unnecessary openings where the head, feet, or legs of an animal may be injured shall be 

repaired.

(b) Floors of livestock pens, ramps, and driveways shall be constructed and maintained 

so as to provide good footing for livestock. Slip resistant or waffled floor surfaces, 

cleated ramps and the use of sand, as appropriate, during winter months are examples 

of acceptable construction and maintenance.

(c) U.S. Suspects (as defined in § 301.2(xxx)) and dying, diseased, and disabled livestock 

(as defined in § 301.2(y)) shall be provided with a covered pen sufficient, in the opinion 

of the inspector, to protect them from the adverse climatic conditions of the locale 

while awaiting disposition by the inspector.

Livestock pens and driveways shall be so arranged that sharp corners and direction 

reversal of driven animals are minimized.

2



� Handling of livestockHandling of livestockHandling of livestockHandling of livestock
◦ Driving of livestock shall be done with a Driving of livestock shall be done with a Driving of livestock shall be done with a Driving of livestock shall be done with a 
minimum of excitement and discomfort to minimum of excitement and discomfort to minimum of excitement and discomfort to minimum of excitement and discomfort to 
the animals. Livestock shall not be forced the animals. Livestock shall not be forced the animals. Livestock shall not be forced the animals. Livestock shall not be forced 
to move faster than a normal walking to move faster than a normal walking to move faster than a normal walking to move faster than a normal walking 
speed.speed.speed.speed.

◦ Electric prods, canvas slappers, or other Electric prods, canvas slappers, or other Electric prods, canvas slappers, or other Electric prods, canvas slappers, or other 
implements employed to drive animals implements employed to drive animals implements employed to drive animals implements employed to drive animals 
shall be used as little as possibleshall be used as little as possibleshall be used as little as possibleshall be used as little as possible
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313.2 Handling of livestock.

(a) Driving of livestock from the unloading ramps to the holding pens and from the 

holding pens to the stunning area shall be done with a minimum of excitement and 

discomfort to the animals. Livestock shall not be forced to move faster than a normal 

walking speed.

(b) Electric prods, canvas slappers, or other implements employed to drive animals shall 

be used as little as possible in order to minimize excitement and injury. Any use of such 

implements which, in the opinion of the inspector, is excessive, is prohibited. Electrical 

prods attached to AC house current shall be reduced by a transformer to the lowest 

effective voltage not to exceed 50 volts AC.

Pipes, sharp or pointed objects, and other items which, in the opinion of the inspector, 

would cause injury or unnecessary pain to the animal shall not be used to drive 

livestock.
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� Disabled livestock and other animals Disabled livestock and other animals Disabled livestock and other animals Disabled livestock and other animals 
unable to moveunable to moveunable to moveunable to move
◦ Shall be separated from normal Shall be separated from normal Shall be separated from normal Shall be separated from normal 
ambulatory animals and placed in the ambulatory animals and placed in the ambulatory animals and placed in the ambulatory animals and placed in the 
covered pencovered pencovered pencovered pen

◦ Dragging of disabled animals and other Dragging of disabled animals and other Dragging of disabled animals and other Dragging of disabled animals and other 
animals unable to move, while conscious, animals unable to move, while conscious, animals unable to move, while conscious, animals unable to move, while conscious, 
is prohibitedis prohibitedis prohibitedis prohibited
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313.2 Handling of livestock.

(d) Disabled livestock and other animals unable to move.

(1) Disabled animals and other animals unable to move shall be separated from normal 

ambulatory animals and placed in the covered pen provided for in § 313.1(c).

(2) The dragging of disabled animals and other animals unable to move, while conscious, 

is prohibited. Stunned animals may, however, be dragged.

(3) Disabled animals and other animals unable to move may be moved, while conscious, 

on equipment suitable for such purposes; e.g., stone boats.

(e) Animals shall have access to water in all holding pens and, if held longer than 24 

hours, access to feed. There shall be sufficient room in the holding pen for animals held 

overnight to lie down.
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� Animals shall have access to water in Animals shall have access to water in Animals shall have access to water in Animals shall have access to water in 
all holding pens and, if held longer all holding pens and, if held longer all holding pens and, if held longer all holding pens and, if held longer 
than 24 hours, access to feedthan 24 hours, access to feedthan 24 hours, access to feedthan 24 hours, access to feed

� Shall be separated from normal Shall be separated from normal Shall be separated from normal Shall be separated from normal 
ambulatory animals and placed in the ambulatory animals and placed in the ambulatory animals and placed in the ambulatory animals and placed in the 
covered pencovered pencovered pencovered pen

� There shall be sufficient room in the There shall be sufficient room in the There shall be sufficient room in the There shall be sufficient room in the 
holding pen for animals held overnight holding pen for animals held overnight holding pen for animals held overnight holding pen for animals held overnight 
to lie downto lie downto lie downto lie down

�
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313.2 Handling of livestock.

(e) Animals shall have access to water in all holding pens and, if held longer than 24 

hours, access to feed. There shall be sufficient room in the holding pen for animals held 

overnight to lie down.
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� Approved stunning methods shall be Approved stunning methods shall be Approved stunning methods shall be Approved stunning methods shall be 
effectively applied to animals prior to effectively applied to animals prior to effectively applied to animals prior to effectively applied to animals prior to 
being shackled or hoistedbeing shackled or hoistedbeing shackled or hoistedbeing shackled or hoisted
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313.2 Handling of livestock.

Stunning methods approved in § 313.30 shall be effectively applied to animals prior to 

their being shackled, hoisted, thrown, cast, or cut.

(
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� Government inspectors roleGovernment inspectors roleGovernment inspectors roleGovernment inspectors role

� When an inspector observes an incident When an inspector observes an incident When an inspector observes an incident When an inspector observes an incident 
of inhumane slaughter or handling in of inhumane slaughter or handling in of inhumane slaughter or handling in of inhumane slaughter or handling in 
connection with slaughter, he/she shall connection with slaughter, he/she shall connection with slaughter, he/she shall connection with slaughter, he/she shall 
inform the establishment operator of inform the establishment operator of inform the establishment operator of inform the establishment operator of 
the incident and request that the the incident and request that the the incident and request that the the incident and request that the 
operator take the necessary steps to operator take the necessary steps to operator take the necessary steps to operator take the necessary steps to 
prevent a recurrenceprevent a recurrenceprevent a recurrenceprevent a recurrence
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Tagging of equipment, alleyways, pens, or compartments to prevent inhumane 

slaughter or handling in connection with slaughter.

When an inspector observes an incident of inhumane slaughter or handling in 

connection with slaughter, he/she shall inform the establishment operator of the 

incident and request that the operator take the necessary steps to prevent a recurrence. 

If the establishment operator fails to take such action or fails to promptly provide the 

inspector with satisfactory assurances that such action will be taken, the inspector shall 

follow the procedures specified in paragraph (a), (b), or (c) of this section, as 

appropriate.

(a) If the cause of inhumane treatment is the result of facility deficiencies, disrepair, or 

equipment breakdown, the inspector shall attach a ‘‘U.S. Rejected’’ tag thereto. No 

equipment, alleyway, pen or compartment so tagged shall be used until made 

acceptable to the inspector. The tag shall not be removed by anyone other than an 

inspector. All livestock slaughtered prior to such tagging may be dressed, processed, or 

prepared under inspection.

(b) If the cause of inhumane treatment is the result of establishment employee actions 

in the handling or moving of livestock, the inspector shall attach a ‘‘U.S. Rejected’’ tag to 

the alleyways leading to the stunning area. After the tagging of the alleyway, no more 

livestock shall be moved to the stunning area until the inspector receives satisfactory 

assurances from the establishment operator that there will not be a recurrence. The tag 

shall not be removed by anyone other than an inspector. All livestock slaughtered prior 

to the tagging may be dressed, processed, or prepared under inspection.

(c) If the cause of inhumane treatment is the result of improper stunning, the inspector 

shall attach a ‘‘U.S. Rejected’’ tag to the stunning area. Stunning procedures shall not be 

resumed until the inspector receives satisfactory assurances from the establishment 

operator that there will not be a recurrence. The tag shall not be removed by anyone 

other than an inspector.  All livestock slaughtered prior to such tagging may be dressed, 
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� If the establishment operator fails to If the establishment operator fails to If the establishment operator fails to If the establishment operator fails to 
take such action or fails to promptly take such action or fails to promptly take such action or fails to promptly take such action or fails to promptly 
provide satisfactory assurances that provide satisfactory assurances that provide satisfactory assurances that provide satisfactory assurances that 
such action will be taken, the inspector such action will be taken, the inspector such action will be taken, the inspector such action will be taken, the inspector 
shall: shall: shall: shall: 

� Tag equipment, facilities Tag equipment, facilities Tag equipment, facilities Tag equipment, facilities 

� Tag alley ways as a result of employee Tag alley ways as a result of employee Tag alley ways as a result of employee Tag alley ways as a result of employee 
actions or stunning area if improper actions or stunning area if improper actions or stunning area if improper actions or stunning area if improper 
stunningstunningstunningstunning
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Tagging of equipment, alleyways, pens, or compartments to prevent inhumane 

slaughter or handling in connection with slaughter.

If the establishment operator fails to take such action or fails to promptly provide the 

inspector with satisfactory assurances that such action will be taken, the inspector shall 

follow the procedures specified in paragraph (a), (b), or (c) of this section, as 

appropriate.

(a) If the cause of inhumane treatment is the result of facility deficiencies, disrepair, or 

equipment breakdown, the inspector shall attach a ‘‘U.S. Rejected’’ tag thereto. No 

equipment, alleyway, pen or compartment so tagged shall be used until made 

acceptable to the inspector. The tag shall not be removed by anyone other than an 

inspector. All livestock slaughtered prior to such tagging may be dressed, processed, or 

prepared under inspection.

(b) If the cause of inhumane treatment is the result of establishment employee actions 

in the handling or moving of livestock, the inspector shall attach a ‘‘U.S. Rejected’’ tag to 

the alleyways leading to the stunning area. After the tagging of the alleyway, no more 

livestock shall be moved to the stunning area until the inspector receives satisfactory 

assurances from the establishment operator that there will not be a recurrence. The tag 

shall not be removed by anyone other than an inspector. All livestock slaughtered prior 

to the tagging may be dressed, processed, or prepared under inspection.

(c) If the cause of inhumane treatment is the result of improper stunning, the inspector 

shall attach a ‘‘U.S. Rejected’’ tag to the stunning area. Stunning procedures shall not be 

resumed until the inspector receives satisfactory assurances from the establishment 

operator that there will not be a recurrence. The tag shall not be removed by anyone 

other than an inspector.  All livestock slaughtered prior to such tagging may be dressed, 

processed, or prepared under inspection.
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QuestionsQuestionsQuestionsQuestions
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Thank youThank youThank youThank you
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